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REGIONAL CONFERENCE NOTES 


Fifteen members were present at the P. L. A. Executive Committee meeting, October 
10, in the Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland. Discussion was carried along 
after reports from officers and section chairmen, and recommendations were made 
to be presented to the entire Association at the Business Meeting, October 11: the 
question of the organization of a Trustee Section; the appointment of an executive 
secretary to take care of part of the work of the secretary and treasurer; the question 
of procedure to be followed certifying the election of officers when no annual confer- 
ence is held; appropriations and funds received, and the expenses of the Convention. 
Over five hundred members had registered for the Convention up to the time of the 
Board meeting. 
* * * 

The 47th Annual Conference Business Session of the P. L. A. was called to order by 
President Shorey, October 11. Mr. Wightman, as treasurer, reported receipts and 
disbursements which left a balance of $737.10 on October 8, 1947. Miss Lechner 
reported briefly on the County Library Institute which was held in State College dur- 
ing the summer of 1947. She also called attention to the exhibit on County Libraries 
prepared for the Convention by Miss Oller. Mr. Grazier reported that there had been 
no meeting of the Junior Members Round Table since the election of officers for 
1944-45, and that the inactivity of this section was partly due to the greater interest 
of its possible members in the various other sections of the Association. 


Mr. Anstaett reported that copies of the Directory are still available. Over $700 of 
the $960 expenses of publication have been collected but payment has not been re- 
ceived for all copies distributed. 


Mr. Keator commented on the letters sent to the Advisory Committee, and hoped 
to have some concrete suggestions for discussion by the Committee when a meeting 
shall be called. He commented on the increase in the budget for the State Library, 
$4,500, which was absorbed by salary raises. County appropriations were raised to 
$100,000. There are twenty-three county libraries in Pennsylvania entitled to state 
aid, with the possible additions of Franklin and Montgomery counties. 


The report of the National Relations Committee, given by Mr. Paul Howard, indi- 
cated favorable response to the Federal Aid Bill. Mr. Howard expressed appreciation 


of and admiration for the excellent work of Mr. Knickerbocker and others in Pennsyl- 
ere 
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vania, as all Pennsylvania Congressmen 
have been interviewed and over one-half 
have promised support. Pennsylvania is a 
crucial state, being one of the ten most 
populous states in the country. Mr. How- 
ard reported on the national progress of 
this Bill in the Senate and House Com- 
mittees on Education and Labor, and 
commented on the support from other 
states. A vote of appreciation was given 
to Mr. Knickerbocker and Mrs. Valencik 
for their work on the Library Demonstra- 
tion Bill. 


The proposed Pennsylvania Library 
Survey now in the hands of the Joint 
State Government Commission is one step 
forward in the appointment of a study 
committee composed of Senator Fraser 
P. Donlan and seven other members of 
the legislature. 


A report was made concerning the de- 
termination of the equivalents of a mas- 
ter’s degree in the case of school librarians 
for salary adjustments. The State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction asked the P. 
L. A. to set this standard and it was de- 
cided that 30 hours in library science be- 
yond the B.A. degree be considered the 
equivalent. 


Miss Matthews reported two scholar- 
ships given for 1947 summer school, 


$75.00 each, awarded from the general 
fund. 


Mrs. Godcharles of the Standards and 
Certification Committee, paid tribute to 
Miss Matthews for her untiring work on 
the committee. She reported a total of 
947 certificates issued to date, but asked 
for more flexibility in the code for certifi- 
cation to cover cases of special ability. 

The following members were elected to 
serve on the Standards and Certification 
Committee: 


For one year: Mr. Arnold Rosaaen, Scran- 
ton. 

For two years: Miss Edith Rowley, Titus- 
ville. 
a three years: Miss Edith Patterson, Potts- 
ville. 

Miss Woolsey of the Membership Com- 
mittee reported 901 individual members 
and 206 institutional members to date 
(October), and Mr. Keator and Mr. 
Knickerbocker suggested that the P. L. A. 
was now entitled to another delegate to 
the A. L. A. 


Mr. Anstaett presented four resolutions 


which were accepted and filed with the 
committee reports: 


I 


Wuereas; Inasmuch as there are close 
to three million persons in Pennsylvania 
without any library service and nearly the 
same number with inadequate service, it 
is quite evident that a stronger library 
program for the state is needed; and 

Wuereas; There is before Congress 
the Library Demonstration Bill to provide 
aid for a limited period to set up and ad- 
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minister a demonstration of good public 
library service in some part of each state; 
and 

Wuereas; This bill can be expected to 
pass the next session of Congress if its 
merits are properly pointed out to mem- 
bers of Congress; therefore 

Be 1r Resotvep; That the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association reiterates its 
whole-hearted support of this proposed 
legislation and that it requests every 
member of the Association, as well as 
friends of the library and influential 
groups within the state and elsewhere, to 
endorse it and to accept the responsibility 
of working for its passage. 


I 

Wuereas; The Pennsylvania State Li- 
brary has been without an active Director 
of the Library Extension Division for 
nearly six years, and is now without even 
an Acting Director, and 

Wuereas; The librarians of this Com- 
monwealth look to the Library Extension 
Division for leadership, guidance, and 
professional support, and have suffered 
grievously from this lack of service ; there- 
fore 

Be 1r Resotvep; That the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association go on record as 
vigorously protesting this deplorable situ- 
ation that continues month after month 
and year after year, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; That the 
Pennsylvania Library Association request 
that immediate steps be taken to appoint 
a capable, professionally trained librar- 
ian to this important position. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; That a copy 
of this resolution be sent at once to the 
State Librarian, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, and the Governor of 
the Commonwealth. 


It 
Wuereas; Clifford B. Wightman has 
ably served the Pennsylvania Library As- 
sociation as its Treasurer for three years, 
therefore 


BE 1r RESOLVED; That the Association 
express its appreciation and thanks to 
him for this gratuitous work so well done. 


IV 


Wuereas; Evelyn L. Matthews gave 
nineteen years of service to the libraries 
and librarians of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania through her connections 
with the Library Extension Division of the 
Pennsylvania State Library, and 

Wuereas; Hundreds of librarians and 
library trustees, particularly in the 
smaller libraries of the state, have had ex- 
ceedingly helpful and wise counselling 
from her, and have had through these 
many years the highest regard for her 
judgment and advice and cherish the con- 
tacts they have had with her, and 

Wuereas; The Pennsylvania Library 
Association has been so indebted to her 
for her continued service so well per- 
formed, therefore 

Be ir Resotvep; That appropriate 
recognition be given Miss Matthews by 
expressing the heartfelt thanks of the As- 
sociation for her valuable contributions to 
libraries and librarianship. 


Grace W. EsTEs, 
HERBERT B. ANSTAETT, Chairman, 
Resolutions Committee 


Miss Estes was called upon to present 
a report on the discussion of salaries at the 
A. L. A. Convention. Motions were made, 
and carried, that the P. L. A. endorse the 
new standards of income per capita as 
stated in the September 1947 issue of the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, and also in the Salary 
Policy Statement in the June 1946 issue 
of the Bulletin. It was unanimously de- 
cided that Miss Estes work out a plan for 
publicly endorsing this action. 

Pertinent comments in this discussion 
came from Mr. Ralph Munn, who ques- 
tioned whether A. L. A. 1946 standards 
were now high enough, Mr. Brown, who 
asked if salaries should be based on a ris- 
ing and falling cost of living scale, and 
Miss Shorey, who deplored the emphasis 
given beginners’ salaries rather than on 
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securing better salaries for employees of 
long years standing. 

Miss Shorey presented the recommen- 
dation of the Executive Board that an as- 
sistant Secretary-Treasurer be selected in 
order to give continuity of information to 
new boards as they take office. Mr. 
Wightman moved that the action be 
adopted, but that the appointment be left 
to the incoming Executive Board. 

Recommendation was made also, for 
the organization of a Trustee Section of 
P. L. A., a group which would be inval- 
uable in support of the Library Survey. 
Miss Crandle suggested as the logical or- 
ganizers of such a section, Mrs. Pusey, 
who has organized the trustees of Dela- 
ware County, and Mr. Anstaett, a Trus- 
tee of the Lancaster Public Library. 

Miss Butler gave a brief report on the 
exhibit prepared by Friends of the Li- 
brary. Mr. Minnich had contributed the 
space, and Mr. Knickerbocker had as- 
sisted by sending out 200 cards to create 
interest in the exhibit as a public relations 
project. 

Miss Ganser, as chairman of the Nom- 
inating Committee, presented the slate 
of officers for 1947-48, and President 
Shorey installed the new officers in a brief 
ceremony. 

Miss Crandle, as President, immedi- 
ately appointed the members of the 
Legislative Committee for the coming 
year: 

Miss Katherine Shorey, Chairman, York. 


Mr. Ralph Munn, Pittsburgh. 
Mr. Clifford Wightman, Lancaster. 


* * * 


The P. L. A. Luncheon was planned 
to increase interest in the Library Sur- 
vey. Mr. Joseph Wheeler spoke on the 
subject generally, emphasizing the value 
of a survey in coordinating information 
about the libraries of a state so as to have 
accurate and meaningful statistics when 
presenting a case for additional library 
support. Mrs. Marion Hawes of the 


Enoch Pratt Free Library who worked 





with the State Planning Commission in 
Maryland at the time of the Maryland 
survey in 1940-41, spoke of the pleasant 
contacts with librarians and others, as 
one of the rewards of working on such 
a project. Miss Helen Clark who is Di- 
rector of the Library Extension Division 
of the Maryland State Department of 
Education spoke of the work she does in 
the state as a result of the survey. Mr. 
Ritter, formerly in Ohio at the time of the 
Ohio survey, spoke briefly as a librarian 
working with the legislators of Ohio. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee met in Har- 
risburg, December 4, 1947. President 
Crandle announced completion of ar- 
rangements for a Pennsylvania Library 
Association Conference at the Schenley 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, October 21-23, 1948. 
A general session to open the conference, 
a banquet to close it, and emphasis on sec- 
tion meetings will be the general order of 
the program schedule. 


President Crandle also announced the 
appointment of Kathryn Oller as Assist- 
ant Secretary-Treasurer with an annual 
honorarium of one hundred dollars for 
her services. 


The following resolution was passed: 


Resolved that the Executive Committee go 
on record as reiterating its stand in favor of the 
recognition of five years work leading to the 
degree of B.S. in L.S., being the equivalent of 
a Master’s degree in Education; and that the 
Executive Committee should write again to 
Mr. Kleinhower expressing much concern be- 
cause no action on this matter has been re- 
ported to date. 

In addition to this action, the commit- 
tee voted that a plan be worked out with 
school librarians so that a way may be 
found for assistance in tangible form. 

The State Survey of Libraries author- 
ized by the Joint State Government Com- 
mission was discussed, and Miss Shorey, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
agreed to prepare an outline to help the 
librarians in the support of this survey. 
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The President was asked to appoint a 
Survey Committee to serve as an advisory 
sub-committee of the Legislative Com- 
mittee. This committee, recently ap- 
pointed, is as follows: 


Alice Eaton, Harrisburg Public Library, 
Chairman. 

Frances The 
Kingston. 

Harriet Root, Public Library, Bethlehem. 

Katherine Bennet, James V. Brown Library, 
Williamsport. 

Alice Sterling, Public Library New Castle. 

Arnold Rosaaen, Public Library, Scranton. 

Katharine Shorey, Martin Memorial 
Library, York. 

Mr. Carl W. Hull’s resignation as P. L. 
A. Representative to A. L. A. Council 
was accepted, and President Crandle 
was elected to serve in his place. Upon 
Miss Ganser’s reminder that council rep- 
resentatives must pay their own expenses 
to A. L. A. Conferences, it was voted to 
pay President Crandle’s expenses to the 
mid-winter meeting of A. L. A., up to 
the amount of one hundred dollars. 

Reports of Sections and Committees 
which followed, showed - satisfactory 
progress, and were received with interest. 

Committees recently appointed: 


Dorrance, Hoyt Library, 


ProcRaMm COMMITTEE 

Richard Minnich, Librarian, Public Library, 
Easton, Chairman. 

Mrs. Alice Hansen, Pennsylvania College for 
Women, Pittsburgh. 

Evelyn Hensel, Head of Catalog Depart- 
ment, State College Library, State College. 

Jean C. May, Librarian, Carnegie Free Li- 
brary, McKeesport. 

Elizabeth Nesbitt, Associate Professor, Car- 
negie Library School, Pittsburgh. 

Jane Cort, Librarian, High. School Library, 
Greensburg. 

Marian G. Lechner, 
County Library, Butler. 

Mary Ellen Lewis, Librarian, State Teach- 
ers College, Kutztown. 


Librarian, Butler 


MEMBERSHIP CoMMITTEE 
Janette Woolsey, Children’s Librarian, York, 
hairman. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Anchors, Assistant Lending 
Division, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh. 
Marjory Passmore, Librarian, Lankenau 
Hospital, Philadelphia. 


EXEcuTIVE BoarpD 


Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, Allentown Free 
Library. 

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Pusey, High School Li- 
brary, Collingdale. 


DISPLAY COLLECTION OF 
AUSTRALIAN BOOKS 


The Australian News and Information 
Bureau (4th Floor, 636 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 20, N. Y.), has received from 
the National Library, Canberra, Aus- 
tralia, a collection of Australian books for 
display in this country. 

The books in the collection have been 
selected with a view to presenting a pic- 
ture of many aspects of Australia, its life 
and activities. 

It is intended by the Bureau to circu- 
late the collection—probably for fort- 
nightly periods—to public and school li- 
braries, the librarians of which are in- 
vited to apply for the loan of the collec- 
tion. Applications should be addressed to 
the Bureau at the above address and 
marked “Attention Librarian (Miss L. 
M. Foley). Dates for loans will be allo- 
cated as soon as possible, and will prob- 
ably be based on the geographical prox- 
imity of borrowers. 


A. L. A. AND N. E. A. 


The joint committee of the National 
Education Association and the American 
Library Association held a two-day meet- 
ing in Chicago, November 16-17, 1947. 
Representatives of the two organizations 
discussed the value of school library serv- 
ices in children’s education and the prob- 
lems involved in bringing the benefits of 
library service to the majority of children 
and young people. To achieve some ac- 
tion in this important matter, the com- 
mittee recommended a three-point pro- 
gram: 

1. Every teacher to have instruction in 
the knowledge and use of library mate- 
rials, 

2. One librarian or library consultant 
to be appointed for every 1,000 school 
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children, to give all elementary and sec- 
ondary students access to special library 
services. 

3. Every state to make specialized li- 
brary consultative service available 
through at least one library advisor in 
each state education department. 

The committee also planned several co- 
operative research studies and service 
studies. 

Margaret L. Rufsvold, School of Edu- 
cation, Indiana University, Bloomington, 
conducted the meeting. 


FILM COUNCIL OF AMERICA 


A newly organized regional committee 
of the Film Council of America met No- 
vember 4th in Chicago to organize plans 
intended to stimulate general public 


knowledge and interest in the use of edu- 
cational films. Results of this meeting will 
help to intensify an overall effort to use 
the motion picture screen as a channel of 
communication. 


Arthur H. Motley, president of Parade 
Publications, was chairman of the meet- 
ing. Other participants were: Margaret 
Carter, Canadian National Film Board; 
Donald White, executive director, Na- 
tional Association of Visual Education 
Dealers; Edward Myers, Educational 
Screen; Otto H. Coelln, Jr., publisher of 
Business Screen and See and Hear Maga- 
zine; Laurin Healy, Public Relations Di- 
rector, Encyclopedia Britannica Films; 
Patricia O. Blair, American Library As- 
sociation: Robert Faber, Coronet Instruc- 
tional Films, and Paul Wagner, Bell and 
Howell. 


REPORT ON LEGISLATION 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


The Librarians Public Relations Serv- 
ice, Chicago, will presently issue a Case 
Study of Pennsylvania’s efforts in behalf 
of the Library Demonstration Bill. Watch 
for it. Pennsylvania is doing well in the 
national campaign. Thanks to all of you, 
all over the state. There is a chance that 
Pennsylvania will soon become the Key- 
stone Library State. Pennsylvania has al- 
most everything—including libraries. 


The Library Demonstration Bill will 
soon receive final consideration in Con- 
gress. Have all of you, your staff, and 
your public, helped to win the support of 
your Congressman? This is the profes- 
sion’s big opportunity. If libraries are to 
be created and to grow, librarians must 
take the initiative. 


Among important lay organizations, 
the National Federation of Woman’s 
Clubs is vigorously promoting the bill in 


each state. Cooperate with these members 
in Pennsylvania: Mrs. H. B. Beighley, 
Library Chairman, Pennsylvania Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, 220 East Spring 
Street, Zelienople; and Mrs. E. B. Long, 
Education Chairman, 600 Market Street, 
Mechanicsburg. 


MUNDT BILL (H. R. 3342) 


The “Voice of America” Bill which in- 
cludes the A. L. A.’s overseas libraries un- 
der the U. S. State Dept. will soon receive 
a vote in the U.S. Senate. The Bill passed 
the House overwhelmingly. The Bill has 
been reported favorably by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. Interview 
or write to Senators Martin and Myers to 
support the Mundt Bill. Get a story or an 
editorial in the papers and send clippings 
with a letter to each of the Senators. 
Stress the library angle; it will appeal to 
the Senators. 

Joun KnicKersockEr, Coordinator 
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STATE 


ALIQUIPPA 

The B. F. Jones Memorial Library was 
recently the recipient of a gift of five 
thousand dollars. This library was built, 
furnished, equipped and given to the 
people of Aliquippa by Mrs. Elizabeth N. 
Horne, in memory of her father, B. F. 
Jones. The recent gift came from Mrs. 
Horne’s daughter, Mrs. Edward S. Voss. 
Miss Susan Himmelwright is the librar- 
ian. 


ERIE 


Erie’s Record lending library opened 
May 1, sponsored by the local Junior 
League which not only took part in the 
initial planning, but also furnished money 
for records, cabinets, and a player, and 
also supplied aides to man the service. 
The Erie Library has furnished printed 
material and other supplies, space for the 
project, and plans to extend further aid 
at the end of an initial two-year period. 


HARRISBURG 


The School Library Round Table, part 
of the P. S. E. A. program, was held Wed- 
nesday forenoon, December 31, in the Ex- 
tension Division of the State Library. 
President Maud Minster conducted the 
meeting. The business session was fol- 
lowed by an address by John M. Lumley, 
County Superintendent, Sullivan 
County, his subject being “A Challenge 
to the School Library.” He was followed 
by Margaret A. Edwards, Director of 
work with young people, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, who spoke on 
“Reading Guidance.” The session pro- 
vided opportunity for friendly exchange 
of ideas among the librarians in attend- 
ance. 


HOMESTEAD 


Friends of the Library hold meetings 
the first Thursday of each month with 


NEWS 


exceptionally fine programs. In Septem- 
ber, Miss Emily Irvine of the University 
of Pittsburgh spoke on “A Balanced Diet 
in Children’s Reading,” and in Novem- 
ber, upon the Fifth Annual Public Library 
Day Presentation, Mr. C, C. Klein spoke 
on “Books—A Road to Successful Liv- 
ing.” Seven hundred dollars for children’s 
books was presented to the library on this 
occasion. In addition to regular meetings, 
the Friends of the Library sponsor a se- 
ries of entertainments for school-age chil- 
dren, and for the eighth consecutive sea- 
son, the proceeds will be used to purchase 
books for the young people’s departments 
of the Carnegie Library of Homestead. 


HUNTINGDON 

The Juniata College Library is fortun- 
ate to have in its possession a part of the 
famous Cassel collection of Pennsylvania- 
German literature. Abraham H. Cassel, 
pioneer, of Harleysville, Montgomery 
County, owned one of the most important 
libraries in America, undoubtedly a 
treasury of material on history and litera- 
ture in manuscript form as well as col- 
lected work from early publishers in this 
country. The Library has listed, in a 
specialfolder, a few titles arranged in 
chronological order, from 1739 to 1830, 
indicative of the rarity of the material. 
One of the folios, the most remarkable 
book of the Colonial period, took fifteen 
men three years to translate, make paper, 
print, and bind the volume. 


* * * 


It was during the celebration of 
National Book Week, November 2-9, 
1941, that a Browsing Room was started 
at Juniata College and there was the hope 
that it would be one of the most attrac- 
tive permanent features of the Juniata 
College Library. Here members of the col- 
lege community were invited to come and 
spend their leisure time in browsing 
among old and new books. 
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It was located in the Pennsylvania 
Room, where the walls were lined with 
books about Pennsylvania. Movable 
shelves held the classics and modern books 
as well—for leisure reading. Students and 
faculty were enthusiastic about this new 
service and many hours each week were 
filled by readers in odd corners of the 
room. For five years this service was a 
part of the school. Then the War came, 
years of uncertainty passed, and finally 
peace was declared. Back to the college re- 
turned many released soldiers and sailors. 
So many came that readjustments were 
constantly being made to house, to find 
class rooms, and to find library room for 
those eager to pursue their courses of 
study. The Browsing Room was turned 
into a Study Hall, crowded with plain, 
long tables and upright chairs—the tra- 
dition of reading for pleasure had appar- 
ently disappeared. 

Then one day some good news began 
to spread on the Hill—the College was 
soon to become the owner of the I. Har- 
vey Brumbaugh House. It was here that 
the former president, his wife and chil- 
dren lived for many years. Now it was to 
become a residence for women faculty 
members, a place for student meetings, 
and the first floor was to become an ex- 
tension of the library. 


Again the browsing room came into ex- 
istence, for two browsing rooms and a 
listening room have been established on 
the first floor. The listening room had its 
beginning last year in one of the reading 
rooms of the library. In the Brumbaugh 
House a separate room with record-play- 
ers and records is now open for the use of 
everyone on the campus—an opportunity 
indeed to listen to the best music of the 
ages—and to be familiar with the best in 
music. 

The two browsing rooms have comfort- 
able and colorful couches and chairs, fit- 
ting rugs and attractive lamps, appropri- 
ate pictures, some treasures—all added 
to create a home-like atmosphere. Al- 
most six hundred books have been made 


available for the leisure reading of the 
students. Many of these volumes in their 
colorful original jackets are arranged on 
the walnut shelves by the fireplace—con- 
dusive to hours of pleasure reading. From 
the small beginnings of years ago, the 
reading interests of many Juniatians may 
be developed. 


KUTZTOWN 


The Eastern Pennsylvania School Li- 
brary Conference will hold its third an- 
nual meeting at State Teachers College, 
Kutztown, April 9-10, 1948. Sponsored 
by the library schools of the Teachers 
Colleges at Millersville and Kutztown, 
this conference attracts about 200 librar- 
ians, school administrators, and other 
persons interested in library education 
and service. Everyone is welcome, and a 
special effort is made to reach school li- 
brarians, as the topics which will be dis- 
cussed will deal with library education, 
curriculum revision as it is related to the 
school library, and services to teachers 
through the school library. 

Enrollment will begin at one o'clock 
on Friday, and the first program will start 
at two. Tea at four will be followed by 
the conference banquet at six. On Satur- 
day there will be programs at 9:30, 
11:30, a luncheon at noon, and the close 
of the conference at three. Speakers will 
be asked to talk on some phase of the in- 
ternational situation. Reservations for the 
dinner and the luncheon should be sent 
to Ralph A. Fritz, Director of Library 
Education, Kutztown, Pennsylvania. 


LANCASTER 


Articles in the Intelligencer Journal, 
written by Clifford Wightman, librarian 
of the Lancaster Public Library, give an 
account of the six years of Bookmobile 
library service in the Quarryville and 
Churchtown areas, and prove that Book- 
mobile experiences are varied, rich and 
rare. Bookmobile librarians must be of 
sturdy stock to withstand truck trouble, 
along with wind and rain and weather. 
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Being stuck in the mud, or caught in a 
blinding snowstorm, or rolling along in 
clouds of fog, may conceivably be just a 
part of the day’s work, but an unexpected 
encounter with an angry bull, will un- 
doubtedly call forth a librarian’s unex- 
plored resources, and become one of 
those experiences worth writing into the 
records when the interior of the Bookmo- 
bile suddenly assumes the proportions of 
a veritable fortress. 

The people in these communities are 
waiting once a month on a particular 
day, at a particular hour at a pre-ar- 
ranged location, and the books they ask 
for are the books you and I are reading: 
books on flower gardens, archaeology, 
home crafts, religion, biography and 
travel, the popular fiction, the newest 
mystery. If there are requests for books 
that are not on the Bookmobile shelves, 
the main library in Lancaster sends the 
book by mail. During the course of the 
day, when three or four hundred books 
have been distributed, the Bookmobile li- 
brarians have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that they have served a great need, 
and that they have made friends for the 
library. 

These direct service routes do not con- 
stitute all of the county service. Deposits 
of books for widely separated points are 
left at a central place in charge of a vol- 
unteer, and the books are available for 
borrowing by any individual in that area. 
The collections at these deposit stations 
are changed regularly, and the books are 
widely used. 

An extremely important part of the 
Bookmobile activity is the service to rural 
schools in the county. Every six weeks 
during the school year, boxes of books are 
left at schools for the use of teachers and 
students. At the end of six weeks the boxes 
are picked up and new ones left in their 
place. This service is given to ninety 
schools. Mr. Wightman says: 

‘Don’t let anyone tell you that chil- 
dren in Lancaster County won’t read. 
Our experience shows that all most of 


them need is the chance, and that’s what 
we are attempting to give them. It’s 
heart-warming and rewarding to see the 
welcome we get as we pull into the school 
yard on our regular six weeks’ visit. Our 
only regret is that because of lack of staff, 
equipment and books, we can’t leave de- 
posits at the 70 or 80 other schools which 
have requested them. We do pledge that 
more service of all kinds will be extended 
to all parts of the county as fast as in- 
creased facilities make it possible. 


“In the meantime, keep in mind that 
any resident of Lancaster City or County 
is welcome to make use of library facili- 
ties either here at the main library, from 
the Bookmobile and deposit stations, or 
from all of them. Afi you need is a library 
card, which may b¢ secured by filling out 
an application cafd at the main library 
or the Bookmobile. Your library card 
will be issued on the spot ” 


Mr. Wightman has a regular column 
in the Intelligencer Journal: “Library 
Meanderings.” He reviews books of 
special interest, and writes news items of 
importance about library services, calling 
attention to the needs of the library as 
vital to the needs of the people of Lan- 
caster. 

Mr. Wightman, recently resigned as 
Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Library 
Association, is now chairman of the Pub- 
lic Library Section of the association, and 
a member of the Legislative Committee. 


* * * 


The meeting of the Lancaster Histor- 
ical Society in Fackenthal Library, Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, January 3, 
honored Charles Demuth, the Lancaster 
artist of world-wide fame. Mrs. John E. 
Malone, an artist in her own right, read- 
ing her paper on Demuth, brought out 
the fact that he may also be known as a 
writer, some of his works being “A Pan- 
tomime With Words;”.“The Azure Ad- 
der,” a play; an article in Creative Art 
magazine, “Across a Greco is Written,” 
which is quoted by many art teachers be- 
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cause it expresses so well the genius a stu- 
dent may seek when studying the masters ; 
and “Fantastic Lovers,” a pantomime. 
An exhibition of twenty-nine water 
colors and tempera paintings by Charles 
Demuth were shown in the Fackenthal 
library through January 11. Herbert B. 
Anstaett, Librarian, served on the com- 
mittee in charge of the exhibition, Fred- 
erick W. Hammond being chairman. 


LEWISTOWN 


Mifflin County Library started a radio 
program on October 15. Mrs. Carola 
Stuckenrath, librarian, writes: “It is a 
weekly fifteen minute broadcast every 
Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 over our 
local radio station WMRF (1490 on your 
dial). So far we have varied the program 
each week: a brief history of our library 
which was founded in 1841; a strong plea 
for financial support of the Community 
Fund; reviews of recent books: stories. 
Our reception has been encouraging. 
Many people say they enjoy the programs 
and they prove their interest in many 
ways. The radio publicity is creating a 
great deal of interest in the library which 
we hope to see reflected not only in in- 
creased circulation, but also in larger ap- 
proprations. The time chosen was the 
particular afternoon when the places of 
business are all closed, but before people 
have left home, so we reach a more var- 
ied audience than if we were using a reg- 
ular afternoon spot. 

“We should be very happy to have any 
suggestions on program material from 
those libraries in the state who are old- 
timers at broadcasting. It takes a lot of 
time to turn out a good program.” 


MILLERSVILLE 


Seventeen high schools were repre- 
sented at the High School Library Club 
Conference held at the State Teachers 
College, Millersville, October 24. Regis- 
tration included 162 pupils and seventeen 
librarians, from Lancaster, Lebanon, and 
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York counties, and part of Dauphin. The 
purpose of the Conference was to give 
pupil assistants an opportunity to discuss 
their activities with one another and with 
experienced librarians. 

The Conference began with an hour’s 
forum on club activities, Mrs. Dorothy 
B. Nystrom, Manheim Township High 
School librarian, presiding. She was as- 
sisted by four pupil assistants representing 
each of the four counties: Celia Miller, 
Lititz High School; Betty Criswell, Pal- 
myra High School; Wanda Wolfe, Steel- 
ton High School, and Nancy Heilman, 
West York High. 


The Library Science Club of the Col- 
lege entertained the guests with cider and 
cookies in the Training School Library, 
and after the social hour, another pro- 
gram was presented at which time Miss 
Nancy Clime, librarian of Manor Town- 
ship High School, Millersville, reviewed 
several books. Coral E. Melson, assistant 
librarian in the college, talked on “It’s 
Fun to be a Librarian.” Members of the 
Conference had the privilege of hearing 
Marguerité de Angeli, a campus visitor 
that day, speak a few words of greeting at 
the opening of the forum, and in the eve- 
ning they were invited to hear Janet 
Whitney, author, who gave the honorary 
address at the anniversary meeting of the 
Normal Literary Society. Miss Whitney, 
of English birth, now resides in Westtown, 
and is a member of the Chester County 
Art Association, Wilmington Art Associ- 
ation, and Authors’ League. She has writ- 
ten for magazines in England and Amer- 
ica, and is the author of four other books 
in addition to the biography of “Abigail 
Adams,” recently published. 

Miss Helen Ganser, librarian and di- 
rector of library training at the College, 
feels that more gatherings of this nature 
will hold important values for the li- 
brary profession. Libraries of every kind 
benefit from the special interest devel- 
oped by high school pupils, and their par- 
ticipation in library programs should be 
encouraged. 
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NEW CUMBERLAND 


New Cumberland school children have 
the advantage of a free library in the bor- 
ough, sponsored by the Senior and Junior 
Civic Clubs. The library is open every 
Monday and Thursday afternoon in the 
borough hall, and now has 700 books. 


PITTSBURGH 


Mr. Melvin J. Voigt, Librarian, Car- 
negie Institute of Technology, will con- 
duct a course in the Bibliography of Sci- 
entific and Technical Literature in the 
second semester, in the evening school. 
The course will include a systematic study 
of the reference literature of science and 
engineering, covering particularly bibli- 
ographies, dictionaries, handbooks, ab- 
stract journals, indexes and patents. Em- 
phasis will be on the specialized literature 
of individual fields of interest and that of 
closely related fields. The course is de- 
signed to give facility in the technic of 
sarching and evaluating scientific: and 
technical literature. 


* * * 


Mrs. Irene M. Striebey, president of 
the National Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, was guest speaker at the silver anni- 
versary dinner of the Pittsburgh Chapter 
of the Special Libraries Association, held 
inthe University Club, December 5. Ken- 
neth C. Walker, first president of the as- 
sociation, is now a Unitarian minister in 
Bloomington, Illinois, and was not able 
to attend. Ross C. Cibella was toast- 
master, and Elizabeth Fry read the his- 
tory of the Pittsburgh Chapter as pre- 
pared by Mrs. Adeline Macrum Bank, a 
charter member of the society, and largely 
responsible for the successful organiza- 
tion of the group, in 1922. 


This Silver Anniversary is a milestone 
to indicate growth and achievement in 
professional service to a great industrial 
tity which recognizes and fosters the 
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value of specialized library service. Mem- 
bership has grown from twenty to more 
than a hundred, the present officers be- 
ing: Virginia Garland, President; Eliza- 
beth Fry, Vice-President; Gretchen Mit- 
chell, Secretary and Treasurer. The 
motto is that of the National society: 
“Putting knowledge to work.” 


* * * 


On November 3, over WJAS, the Pitts- 
burgh Library Club, with the Pittsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce, broadcast a pro- 
gram on libraries in the Pittsburgh Dis- 
trict, outlining the history of the Library 
Club, celebrating its twentieth anni- 
versary. 

Broadcasters were Ross Cibella, Presi- 
dent of the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, Director in the Pittsburgh Library 
Club, and member of the Special Librar- 
ies Association; Catherine Butler, Presi- 
dent of the Library Club; Eugenia 
Brunot, Historian for the Club, and 
James Trullinger, editor of the Chamber 
of Commerce publication: “Greater 
Pittsburgh.” 


* * * 


Carnegie Library, always compiling in- 
teresting statistics, recently made a sur- 
vey of the subjects people preferred in 
1947. Concern about the atomic bomb 
yielded to an interest in psychology, par- 
ticularly some phases of it to help allay 
the students’ financial fears. The Mar- 
shall Plan, industrial relations, the Taft- 
Hartley Act, information on _ hours, 
wages, and pension plans—all such mate- 
rial was in constant circulation. 

The 1946 emphasis on vocational 
material changed to occupational op- 
portunities within specific fields. Small 
business headed this list, along with in- 
formation on plastics, retailing, deep 
freeze and refrigeration. The housing sit- 
uation produced a widespread interest in 
books on architecture, interior decorat- 
ing, repair and remodeling. Interest in 
war books had a surprising revival. 
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Curtailment of certain library services 
to students has posed a question about 
citizenship which may be hard to answer: 
When is a citizen not a citizen? The an- 
swer seems to be “When he is a student.” 


READING 


The American Veterans committee of 
Berks County has recommended a Book- 
mobile for the Reading Public Library as 
a fitting memorial for the men and 
women who were in the armed forces 
during the war. 


The main library and the children’s 
room of the Public Library have been re- 
painted in bright colors, fifteen new 
bookcases have been added, and the 
Board Room has been sound-proofed to 
be available as a music room. The ac- 
cumulation and preservation of local 
material is contained in the Reading and 
Berks County Collection and includes 


books, pamphlets, periodicals and reports 
printed in the county, written by local au- 


thors, and historical material about the 


city and county. For lack of a local his 
room, the Librarian’s office is being ie 
at present for these important publica. 
tions, but they are available to everyone 
interested. 


The year 1948 marks a milestone for 
the Reading Public Library, which was 
made a free public library in 1898, after 
more than a century of existence as 4 
subscription library. The library is en 
tirely supported by city appropriation 
and may be used, free, by anyone who 
lives in, works in, or pays taxes to the C 
of Reading. There are three branch It 


braries. 


“Library Activities” is the name of the 
Bulletin issued by the Reading Public Li- 
brary—a very fine leaflet of general and 
specific, local and national library news, 
The latest bulletin, issued January, 1 
is a list of books of local interest, antick 
pating references for the Reading-Berks 
County Bicentennial celebration _ this 
year. 











